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Dr. H.C.Burleigh 
Bath, Ontario 

Dear  Doctor  Burleigh: 


105-233  Booth  Drive. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba . 
R3J  3M4 
Sept. 19  1974 


My  name  is  Ralph  Parliament  and  I  am  writing  you  for 
some  assistance. 


My  ancestors  arrived  in  Adolphustown  on  June  16  17e4 
and  I  am  trying  to  put  together  a  family  tree  but  I  am  having 
difficulty  getting  all  the  pieces. 

The  enclosed  chart  shows  the  information  I  now  have. 
You  will  note  there  is  information  missing  particularily  on 
my  great  grand  parents.  #12  on  this  chart  is  my  1st.  great  grand- 
parent. I  know  nothing  yet  on  the  Blauvelt  family. 

The  real  problem  is  however  on  his  parents, the  Pioneers. 
You  will  note  he  was  married  twice. 1st.  toSusanna  Garnier  then 
to  Maria _? 

From  the  birthdates  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that 
Susanna  was  the  mother  of  #s  1-6  and  Maria  from  7-13.  I  would 
certainly  like  to  get  same  confirmed. 

George  died  within  a  few  weeks  of  arrival  and  Maria  re>- 
married  in  1788  to  a  John  Parcels  and  they  had  at  least  one 
child  Richard  (see  enclosed)  I  wonder  if  their  were  more  child- 
ren from  this  marriage. 

As  this  was  John  Parcels  2nd.  marriage  also  I  wonder 
how  many  children  there  were  in  the  1st.  marriage  and  their  names. 

I  am  in  touch  with  the  Parcels  but  their  information  is 
just  as  hazy  as  mine.  However  a  Mr, Robert  H  Parcels  of  Havelock 
suggested  I  write  you  for  help. 

I  believe  his  father  was  Henry  and  his  Grandfather  was 
George  Albert  whose  wife  was  a  Clark, Chritian  name  unknown 

Any  information  you  can  give  me  on  the  above  will  certainly 
be  appreciated  or  any  leads  as  to  where  I  might  get  more  details 
will  also  be  greatly  appreciated. 


»5k, 
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I  am  now  retired(74)  and  find  this  project  very  absorbing. 
Again  thanking  you  for  yourcourtesies . 

Sincerely 
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PARLIAMENT.-— 

Mrs.Morden.  of  Sophiasburgh,  was  born  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson,  forty  miles  from  its  mouth.   Her 
birthday  stretches  back  ninety-eight  years.   She  came 
into  Canada  with  her  father,  ggprge  Parliament,  who  was 
of  German  parentage,  born  upon  the  sea;  and  like  the 
ocean,  he  was  through  out  his  brief  life  tossed  up  and 
down  with  scarcely  a  day  of  calm  and  sunshine.   The 
family  reached  the  Fourth  Town,  and  only  six  weeks 
after  her  father's  eyes  were  closed  in  death.   Mrs. 
Morden  has  a  distinct   recollection  of  the  rebellion. 
Her  father  was  staunchly  loyal,  and  she  has  head  him 
repeatedly  declare  that  he  would  lay  his  bones  in  the 
King's  domains.   During  the  war  he  was  imprisoned  twice, 
at  Goshen  and  Poughkeepsie.   She  was  thirteen  years 
old  when  they  came  to  Canada,  and  remembers  the  many 
weary  days  of  travel  by  Oneida  Lake.   Her  father  walked 
and  drove  the  cattle  all  day,  her  mother  would  sit  up  till 
late  at  night  over  the  camp-kettle  preparing  food  for 
the  party  to  use  the  following  day,  so  that  there  would 
be  no  delay  on  the  way.   Having  crossed  from  the  States 
the  Skenectady  boats  landed  at  Little  Cataraqui.   The 
father  was  down  below  on  the  St. Lawrence  swimming  the 
cattle  across  the  stream.   They  found  their  flour  was 
nearly  done.   She,  with  a  little  sister,  went  along  the 
shore  to  the  village  of  Kingston  to  buy  flour,  she  had  only 
enough  money  to  buy  a  quarter  of  a  hundred  of  second  flour, 
which  she  carried  from  McAulay's  store  to  the  hungry  company 
at  the  Little  Catariqui,  where  they  were  v/ind -bound.   She 
remembers  the  appearance  of  the  shores  as  they  journeyed 
along;  the  rude  log  cabins  in  the  small  clearings.   The 
family  of  eleven  children  settled  upon  the  north  shore 
of  Hay  Bay.   The  eldest  boy  was  nineteen  years  old.   They 
now  though  that  they,  in  common  with  other  settlers,  would 
be  permitted  to  work  out  a  peaceful  and  happy  future,  but 
the  arrow  of  death  was  already  in  the  bended  bow.   The 
mournful  occasion  can  hardly  be  appreciated,  the  father  of 
eleven  children  in  the  wilderness  suddenly  cut  down.   Each 
of  the  enighbours  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  care  for  his 
own  family.   All  these  terrible  facts  are  fresh  in  the 
mind  of  the  venerable  lady.   The  events  of  later  years  are 
faded  from  her  memory,  but  those  are  too  deeply  engraven  upon 
her  mind,  by  the  pen  of  sorrow,  to  be  erased  while  life  lasts 
and  mind  sits  enthroned.   The  subsequent  events  connected 
with  the  family  for  a  time  are  no  less  distressing.   They 
had  one  cow,  the  milk  of  which  supplied  them  with  their 
principal  food.   Fish  was  occasionally  caught.   But  they 
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Parliament   -  2. 

often  had  to  seek  herbs  and  greens.   For  weeks  they  were 
in  the  greatest  distress  for  the  very  necessaries  of 
life.   All  of  the  family  who  were  old  enough  went  out 
to  work.   The  following  spring,  and  the  subsequent  ones, 
her  mother  made  sugar,  not  to  use  in  the  family,  "OhJ 
no,  that  was  too  great  a  luzury."   It  was  all  carried  and 
sold  for  flour.   Mrs.  Morden  remembers  it,  for  she  carried 
much  of  the  sap.   She  subsequently  worked  out,  until 
after  several  years  she  found  a  kind  supporter.   Mrs. 
Morden,  whom  the  writer  saw  nearly  four  years  ago,  (1865), 
was  then,  although  so  old,  yet  vigorous  and  sprightly, 
with  a  kindly  face,  and  even  a  sharp  eye.   Of  all  the 
persons  it  has  been  our  privilege  to  converse  with,  there 
are  only  a  few  who  gave  such  clear  and  appropriate 
testimony,  and  afforded  so  much  satisfaction.   She  confined 
her  remarks  strickly  to  the  questions,  and  we  learned  much 
in  a  short  hour.   She  spoke  feelingly;  and  with  Christian 
nobleness  aaid  she,  "I  have  lived  a  long  time  and  had 
many  blessings,  thanks  be  to  God."   Thus  spoke  the  lips 
of  one  whose  youth  had  been  spent  in  another  century. 
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